‘COCUMENT RESUME -

" #0077 319 - HE 004 035

“TITLE ‘Black Studies in Retrospect° A Report -on: the Danforth
Foundation's Program cf Pcstgraouate Black Studies
. Fellowsh1ps. ]
INST;TUTION . Danforth Foundatlon, St. Iou1s, Mo.
- PUB :DATE Jal 72 :
CNOTE. - 30p. .
EDRS PRICE - MP=$0.65. HC-$3.29: -
‘DESCRIPTORS  ~ *African American StudieS° *Cultural Education;
*Faculty Fellowsh1ps° Fellowsh1ps° *Graduate Study,
. ... . *Higher Education; Program Evaluation i
** IDENTIFIERS *Danforth Foundat1on Program
'-’B’Bs"fﬁﬁ’(s'i‘x— o RV G

This: report surveys developments in the”f;eld of
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Black Stud1es ‘Was a phenomenon- at. the tise of
Amerlcan colleges and- un1vers1t1es in: 1968-69
¢ivil r1ghts ‘movement and’
Studies: -galvanized. Curriculi

A college generat1on has -come: and gofe s1n

BLACK STUDIES IN RETROSPECT

and::the- frenzy of the earlyx’ay

phenomenon .-

’ﬂts i the- field: of Black Studies: in:c
evaluat1on of the- Danforth felloush1p ‘progranm.
1mpact of ‘the Danfor_

e#that it may‘be

genération or éven- two or “three.

Early Decisions

It was not feasible to res
help -on--an 1nst1tut1on-by-1nst1tut1on basis, and there we
ended quéstiofis about Black Studies to make it
"model" programs and- giveé thei support
winter. of 1568-69, all- too-many
their students much more in the w
could deliver.
faculty capable of "profess1ng"

THE DANFORTH :FOUNDATION'S POSTGRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS IN BLACK STUDIES

The Danforth Foundation, survey1ng ‘the academ1c scene in 1968-69, asked:
itself what contr1but1on it could make to the development of Black Studies..
pond:-in an. equ1table way-to: the ‘many requests for
re £oo many open-
poss1ble to 1dent1fy a few
as of the

its initial sweép ‘throlgh
A by-product of the-

“new-. pr1de in. blackness ‘the concept of Black.
um ‘committeés -into. act1on and. demol1shed
trad1t1onal -academic - hurdles with the force -of -a: hurr1cane. Student
‘pressuré-was. intense; s“ much: so: that ai:
—solemnly ronounced’”n anuary: .of 1969
ime spéculate:-on the: fornm,, -content; even‘
vundergraduate ‘program-in. Afro:Amer1can Stud1es. :

gu11t-r1dden Harvard conpxttee
It is:not. appropr1ate, -at.this
he- §i2e- of ‘thes proposed

onJunct1on ;1th a;prel1-1nary
Clearly, the 16ng- )
m:will -not be ‘Known- for another €ollege -

‘One. fact was clear:
institutions: of h1gher learn1ng had promised
ay of Black Stud1es ‘programs -than- they

Eagerness to meet.student deiands: outran the
the field; something would have to g1ve.

e capacity of .
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Acting with more: than- "deliberate speed," the F ;

fellouship program-proposed.to-of fér siippo throligh an: :
award to a member of its faculty. nd
invited t6 hominate a facuity member
Black Studies {American histosy,
for an award-which: would: permit I
.- Of "Black Studies." After the
.. © ‘home institution with -enhanc
. - theiew field o

d:related to:

ature, -urban studies; etc.) .
?yeér ina unlvérsl.tycei.fei‘-
Neiple; -he would: returi t6. his £
rinfluencing the curriculus.in- S &

for Black Studies” -

R = thistory
- ‘ s g& ‘i“'é‘a': s 2 b
topic reldted:to the ;
* others; “Black Studies"-must pass ¢l , N &
U.S. in-the 1960°s. ‘For- a: few, ‘the-tést is st ural:: ack: N -
- Studies" are.courses taught in a specific ¢ N
Will bé taught ST
: shortage of o SR
‘blacks, ‘the Danforth :
. a new. designed. to.give
. . ¢xperienced teachers -additioi ~enrichment in "Black :
- Studies.' - N
* , The Foundation plans 6 appoint 10 Feliows in its "Black Studies" A :
~ Program-in 1969-70. Each Fellow will spend the year i pursuit of

Lnitial action-was-taken by the Executive. Committee on March 10, 1969;

~ subsequent ‘action by the Board-of Trustées was: taken-on- April 27-28, 1969,

. .. “Institutions with —@déi‘gfaguéte*ven}ibﬂl,l',,glénss' over 10,000 weré not = -
| Invited to participate in the program. - The logic behind this decision was
that if and when institutions with, large-ndergraduat

dnd moncy which-would be needed -were .of “such diniensions that a single faculty
fellowship would not we f major ”sigjﬁj’f_i'c’afh;e:.—r _Then, too; the -Foundation had-
observed that large, ‘wealthy institutions usually ‘used the advantage .of the
. -Purse in raiding small ones- of theéif trained personnel. From the beginning,
. iontinual movement of personnél kept the field in a staté of modified turmoil.
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The létter soliciting nominations to. the com

an indi\{ﬁiﬂéﬁli}m'zdfégig’rjgﬂdnpl‘aﬁ of study at an agreed upon graduate
—center for "Black Studies."

~ -

titn's goal and philosophy further:

- 6 inderstand: the

MWe hope-that this program-will Contiiby
personnel in:the field: ¢

The Fivst

- 7;121‘» ‘;“A‘.‘: =
- cappointed for the first year of study.>
. sFellows would find-. ]

two centers==initi

. thé s
- *home

~ The two institutions offered' shatp contfasts. Yalc was: ifi the process of
daunching a distinctive and cohcfent: program of Afro=American Studics which:

gave
black
progr
~guish

6 Bl

Not surprisingly, perhaps, nine of the first ten Fellows optéd for the Yale

. ;progr

‘distribution, therc was a surprise in the first year's -compétition and an

~ditector and staff were to join in t 59 -an
am. ‘The University of Chicago, following the leadership of its distin-
ed historiun, .John Hopé Franklin, -did not propese to offer ‘a-program. of
Black Studies, but did provide awide range of courses (there were over 200
e graduate and anQigfaantc,lcvelg)ideélipg;wi;h:théeblackiéxpeffcﬁéc{
Franklin, an articulate advecite of such eclécticism as the proper approach

- -

The Danforth “Black Studies™ program . . . will make it possibie

- fof faculty to:prepare to ‘teach "Black Studieswith time for

personal. reéflection; ot as -cohveyor bélts for the ideas and
Syllabi of others: It 15 the Foundation's -hope that' the comiion
interests. of the. Fellows will result in formal and- informal

exchange .of, ideas; definitions; and -designs for undergraduate
work 1n:"Black Studies." It is .our .conviction that just .as it

is equally important for blacks-and whités in. the. United States
it 18 vital that the field

lack expefience, it is »
of .any- ‘¥ace,;. créed, seéx-.

be--open: to-scholars

he :field: of “Black ‘Studies’

Class of Fellows o
. - ) : ot
whirlwind six=week -competition. inf

Apri

S

more-:productive if they formed “clusters'

taff nade tentative arrangenents with both institutions to provide a

-

for DF's nominees.? .

profise” of Supcfiof intellectual qua
year-long collaboration:of black unde

ack Studies, promised a seminar on Black Studies foi DF: Fellows.

am, the tenth chose Chicago. -But if theré was no surprise in the

hut n

3¢ IO L ‘ : -
See Appendix B These awards were made by DF staff.

chlluwship applicants were frée to propose their own alternative basc

ot until the sccond year of the competition did a cindidate do so.

ity. The Yale plan-was the product
rgraduates and white faculty; a
he fall of 1969 -and implement ‘the

petition explained the Founda-

>

I and-May; 1969, ten Fellows were:
he Fotindation had- anticipated that
y the-University of Chicago or Yalé University-=and
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unwe lcome one, namely; thé small number of blacks nominated for the fellow=
ship. Of the first ten fellowshlps, nine awards Went to white faculty, -only
one to a black. Not Yale, not the Danforth Foundation, not the prospective
‘Fellows themselves: had ant1c1pated such a skewed d1str1butlon, and it made-
for a tension-packéd year in Yalé's Afro-Amerlcan program.

Shortage of Black Candidateés

-y

r
. The- role of blacks and whltes in Black. Studles is so- centrai that it is worth
,1nterrupt1ng the narrative wWith some comments on. it. A’ though thé proportlon
of black candldates -and Féllows ificréased in the second year and’ again in- the

_ third year. of -the: program, theé numbér of blacks nominated- and- appointeéd-was-
-always d1sappo1nt1ngly 16w - In: retrospect ~Oné can. 1lent1fy several factors
which: ¢ontributed to ‘this $ituation:

?

) 1. Many - -whité institutions :had: so‘feW'black faculty that keeplng ‘them.
-~ visible was- a ma}or concern; their- deans -‘wére not eager to- send-
black faculty -away for a year and r1sk *he1r ot return1ng

2. Predomlnantly black 1ns'
Studles.
nomlnatxons (not all of th

Lfacl1g1b,e) came fromfhlack 4nst1tut1ons.
3. The -DF Fellowship Stipend .of $7500 was. small compared t0 the sal-
aries-‘being. offered blacks,; many of ‘whom-were not at all quallf1ed
N to- teachaﬁlack,Stuglesw -

.

4,7V7[he academic background of some black nominées: for the fellowshlp
was so 11m1ted ‘that -the-staff encouraged them ‘to-:apply for "regular"
DF graduaté fellowshlps 1hey were - clearly mnot: préﬁared t0- make: -

good use of postgraduate unstructured study, ‘even- tholugh 1t m1ght

- have improved their Status: on- the1r ‘home- campuses

5.  Somé -2arly app01ntees to Black Studiés -programs. were unwilling to
risk study away from their tome- base for a year, largely ‘because-
they -‘were uncértain of rcturn1ng ‘to the1r institution in Status .quo
ante. Such a fear was not necessarily paran01a,,for one DF Black ™~

ales Féllow was- kept from réturiiing to-his. institution- by: a black
brother ‘who became- director of the program. in ‘thé "Féllow's absencé.
(The Biack Studies. personnél at thé University of California,
Berkeley, argued that this was so fundaméntal a consideration that
DF should have supportéd Fellows -in- théir home 1nst1tut1ons instéad

of clusterlng Fellows at a few centers.)

[}

1f, as, and when the f1eld of Black Studies. doés stab1llze, one. important
piece of research will bé an analysis of why 'some blacks weré attracted to
research and téaching in Black Studies in these yeirs while others opted out:
It is a reasonuble hypothesis that personality factors, the kind of personai
commi tment the individual chosc to make to the strugklc for black liberation,
the alternative uses open to individual talents in and out of that’ struggle,
and the alternative academic carcers which were open--all played a part.

Very early in the emergence of Black Studies, an act1on-or1ented type came to
dominate it--or dominate the public image of it--and to crowd out--or try to
crowd out:-other types. Action-oriented blacks viewed thé field of Black
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Studies as part of a pol1t1cal power struggle through which blacks could
develop a base for national power in the university world -and also in the
larger society: Not all black scholars, in or -out -of Black Studies, were
sympathéti¢ to such .an approach, and somé of them ridiculed from. the beg1nn1ng
the notion that white studénts and scholars could be dénied a place in Black “*
Studies. The1r voices; however, did not make the head11nes, and their 1nflu-
éncé was compromised by the fact that blacks as well as whites were diyided : o
by a larger movément -which paralleled Black Stud1es in the $social §ciences, a E =
movement to decry the poss1b111ty of "obJect1v1ty" and to stipulate .action- - R )
oriented research as the only 51gn1f1cant research :

~ z X

Thé: Danforth ‘program spec1f1ed a larger group of Fellows s-=twehty-five--for

the. second and third-y rs of the competition: Thanks to the laténéss of the
. 4969 70 compet1t1on, it was necessary to»prepare 1nv1tat1ons ‘to-nominate-

cand1dates for :the 1970 7l award .even as the fitst group of Fellows settléed

. into: the1r first months 6f study at Yale*and Ch1cago.

£

,Although the number of nom1nat10ns for ‘the f1rst competltlonghadaproved
disap 01nt1ngly small, a noteworthy‘number of .coleége .and: un1ver51ty préesidents
took the trouble to-writé i apprec1atron of the :Foundation's. invitation .and.-
té--indicate they would;certalnly nomihate a faculty member if :given a ‘second
- clhance: The Staff, thérefore; prepared for a f160d: of rominations for the
scéond round. Bécause the total grnup of Fellows woild-be larger because
additional centers for Biack Studies of promising, quallty ‘were emergxng, and
because thére was a téntative consehsus that thé 1969=70. Yaie .group -of ‘nine
postgraduatcs was too large ‘to hé absorbed- by that ‘program; -arrangements; for
"clusters" of Pellows were made with Howard Unlverslty, ‘Morgan: State Collegef
and::Stanford Un1vcr51ty in addition to-the Unlvérsity of -Chicago- and Yale
Unxver51ty To thése five institutions, a. new graduate ‘program in. Afro—
American Studiés at -Atlanta Un1ver51ty was added for Fellows -of :the clas§ -of E
"1971-72. : - :

g g,

The total numbe¥ of nom1nat1ons in the sécond and. th1rd years never met
cxpectations, -however. The pre51dents ‘who so0 enthu51ast1cally promlsed =
nominations if given another opportunity, rarely did so. In fact, the quota
of Fellows was not filled, in either the second or third year of the program.
The spec1f1ed number 6f awards was made, but duplication of -awards by DF -and
the National Endowment for the Human1t1es in 1970-71 and 1971-72 resulted in
declinations whick outran the selections -of the Adv1sory Council.

~

SThe year follow ng DF's launch1ng of its program, the National Endowment
for the Humanities adopted the Danforth Foundation's idea for a faculty
fellowsh1p in Black Studies almost in.toto. Théir fellowship- program-in
Black Studies imitated the Danforth Foundation's in most respects and they
were able te profit from DF's carly expériefices. For a time, the NEH gave
serious consideration to making the DF its agent for the new program. In the
end, however, there were these significant differences between the programs:
Iy rather than appoint Fellows directly; NEH assigned a quota of fellowships
10 four or five university centers which made their own awards; '2) an iage
dimit of 30 was stipulated; and 3) there was no effort to link tho NEH
fellowships to teaching so that NEI Fellows as a group had strong rescarch
interests and relatively low interests in problems of curriculum and teaching.




The -White/Black ISsué )

If a shortage of good -black cand1dates ‘Was a problem in making awards, other
probléms were to arise .after the Féellows weré in: study.. All the uncertainties .
of the field of Black Stud1es had echoes in the -Danforth: Fellowship program;
and it 1§ not without 1nterest to note ‘how- what .carie- to be the most divisive
“issue in Black Studies, namely, Is there a role fbr whites -as well as biacks.

--as students/teachers/researchere in the fieZd’ also affected, the Fellowship:

program. .

1i announc1ng the program the Foundation made. clear an inteént to- have black

-and ‘white part1c1pants. W1th1n . yéar, thé "rélevance" of this decision 1f

‘not thé Foundat1gn § .good. intentions: came into. questlon. The members of the-

‘Advisory Council® to' the program shared. an. unwavering-bélief that :Black Studies

had "relevance" for wh1tes as well as blacks and that d1alogue between the

was::§ine:qua_non.. The
"‘“he Counc1l dec1s1ons on: cand1dates “though:‘the group: -

agreed to frank prefer nce: for black .contendérs . Theracid: est of itheir (and

hvictions ¢ame 1in. the;sp‘”ng of 1970, in. the clurse .of the .

f1rst conference of Fellows,,aﬂﬁeekh - conference for the(ten Fellows in study'

and for the 25 appo1nted?for the fo11 ‘ing fall

Held in-Greenwich, Connec'1cut, 1n Apr1l A1970 the f1rst conference of
Fellows was- surely -one :6f ‘the & ‘MmeEetin ,
ausplces. Yale §. May- Day ‘Was:'less than atweek away, and ‘the’
Yalé contingent at the Conference (n1ne Fellows plus half a dozeén invited -
Ciglésts); brought. to -the gather1nge eling otterddmmerung: It
‘bécame cleaf that the e1ght whité Feliows at Yale:had slowly?but inexorably -
become -the victims of réeverse Facism in. the ‘course - of -their months in:Yale's
Afro AmeTican Studies program: As. a result,xthey despa1rediof black/wh1te
rclatlons everywhere. They: were convinced: that the field of Black ‘Studics was -
1tself racist, whether this was the incvitable: result of ‘whité rac¢ism-or -the
. Tesponse to it, They made. thé same po1nts repeatedly, for ‘they were -also
‘convinced that 1ncreas1ngly ‘open- host1l1ty ‘between the races-was thé wave of
thc future, and that Yalé itself was l1ke1y t0 8o~ -down in: the days ahead
“Their twofold messdge was thinly veiled: 1)-the Danforth “Foundation had
wbetrayed them by appointing them to- the Postgraduate Black Studies ‘Fellowship- .
:program, and 2) whites who held appo1ntments ‘as- Féllows for 1970-71 would do
‘Well to-withdraw béfore they leirned, ‘'the hard way," that whités did not
‘belong in Black Studies.

For twenty=four hours, the conference was a mirror image of what was happening
in the wider world. It was also.a pressure cooker. Language new to Danforth
.gatherlngs marked both the formal speéches ‘and the informal d1atr1bes, ‘blacks.
v1rtually spat upon blacks, whites upon whites. It is fair to-say no oné who
was present will ever forget thé tension which built up over the first day

and a half or the calm in the eye.-of the hurr1cane which followed on the f1nal -

“

- . * . e ot
= o JUR PR ol

®he members were Herman R. Branson, President, Lincoln University
(Pennsylvania); Nathan I Huggins, Professor- of H1story,‘ ‘olumbia University;
_Stanley N. Katz, then Professor of llistory, University of Wisconsin, now
Professor of Legal Hrstory, Un1vcrs1ty -0f Chicago; John T. King, Pre51dcnt
Tluston-Tillotson College; Paul L. Ward, Lxecutive Secretary, American
Alistorical Association.
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) stand1ng it, absorb1ng it-in reasonable measure

.*5_ T

morning. As personal .and group positions on--Black Studies crystalllzed one
sharp comment aftér another was addressed by Féllows to the Advisory- Counc1l
and espec1ally to the -Fotindation.. It -became the responsibility of the Founda-
tion's représentative f1rmly ‘to Testate why the -Danforth Foundation was "in-
it" and why it ‘would continie to insist ‘on: keep1ng the fellowship program: open
to whités as well as blacks. The Danforth staff member attests that she ‘never
-spoke. under greater pressure: The result Just1f1ed the weekend of strain; for
by -the time for departure, it was. cléar that the Yale -group of éight wh1te '
Fellows- had faxled in théir target of gett1ng the névw white Fellows to resxgn
Far from having exerted influénce onzthe prospect1ve Fellows, the Yale ‘whites*

‘became the stbject of p1ty (or worse) -amonig: the -assorted-blacks and wh1tes,

the -new- Fellows, and the. AdV1sory -Council, Gradually, .as* the Yale "wh1tes"
saw themselves reflécted in theé eyes of the: larger group, a totally different
way of look1ng at their- -OWn experience occurred to-them. Théy realized that
they had. responded to the 1nt1m1dat1on of Yale's black students -not. by under=-
. and then- g1v1ng it a wide:
berth; ‘but’ by viftual paralys1s. It may seéem-wild. exaggerat1on ‘to ma1nta1n
that the. weekend éxperience redeemed 0T Justxf1ed ‘the--year for: these e1ght
Fellows, but the subsequent létters from several: mémbers. of ‘the- :group;.support
such a: claim. hx1stent1al "moments of truth" weére Commonplacé- that: weekend

*

Thé--Second Yedr

The ‘second conference of Fellows--held in-May, 1971 at Illinois Beach Lodge-..

was -as- 1ntellectually stimulating as -the first meeting-was- emot1onally
dra1n1ng It brought ‘together Fellows=in= Study, Fellows ‘who-Wc be in: study
the follow1ng autum, a-few. alumn1 from 1969270, and the Adv1sc Jouncil.

Al1 of the divisive issués: of Black -Studieés ‘were: aga1n on :the- -agenda: (as: they

‘mist.be except in a group-of True :Believers of-one:or another ‘persuasion) but-

the acceptance of plural1smfwh1ch had eVolved in- Black Stud1es .generally; also

prevailed- in the Danforth group. Militant blacks who wWere: ‘présent expressed

- the belief "that work1ng with: Whitey, the- would=be- frlendly -académic, was

preferable to f1ght1ng him. Theré were jousting and (serious) -baiter, but: it
seemed reasonable to conclude that the _peak of racism in Black Stud1es in and

“out of the Fellowship, had passed..

Dld all this résult in agreement on Black Stud1es‘7 Worklng from a set of
documents prepared by the incumbent Fellows .and representing model Black
Studices programs for their 1nst1tut10ns, the conferénce group ultimately
agreed: to disagrec un the substunce and method -appropriate to-Black Studies:
There were experimentalists present but also traditionalists, and blacks as
well as whites were in both groups. ‘The Foundation could honestly claim that
it supported heterogene1ty in Black Stud1es.

The Role of the Advisory Counctil

The Fellows and the Advisory Council in this program had?an unusual 1nfluence
upon one another, thanks to the two conferences, the general age and maturity
of the Fellows, and the inéscapable black/white issues which touch everyone

~

\w
;

regardless of ‘age or station. At thé second” conference at any rate, sofme
members of the Advisory Cotincil weré rewarded with declarat1ons of truce and
¢ven apologies for conduct a year carlier! Younger blacks made péace with
older blacks, whites did the samec.




The University Mentors

‘An even stronger-influence on.DF Fellows was: that ‘of the—uniV¢r§Q;y profeéssors

who accepted the responsibility of advising them in their respective institu-
tions. A word of special praise is due four of the directors of DF programs; .
‘for their personal interest in helping Fellows make optimal use of the year-,

Was as important as itagas,se1f1¢s§1y>offgr¢d..,Jphn‘npﬁé,srankJin (University
.of Chicago) and. St. Clair Drake-:(Stanford): would.be among the top five on
ghydné'S';iSt-ofvSCholarS‘ih€§lgckfStudies and its related disciplines. Richard
Long (Atlanta) and John Blassingame (Yale) -are youngér men.who are clearly

. “"'comers." All four broight to their Danforth commitment the shared_conviction
s that ‘Black Studies: would. suffocate if ‘madé- the ‘exclusive territofy of blacks. :

3 - In Seminars: and in personal relationships; they reflected the highest = . "

3 Scholarly standards; their livély participation in the non-Stop -discussions. :
Telated: to Black Studies was a-major ingredient in the Successful "mix." They :

kept the faith that the field-was a serious one, not a ‘political flash-in-the- ‘

‘pan, énd-they~di$¢ﬁ$Séd?!éciShtwftﬁHSﬁﬁhéfingér;thétfthééééhVéiiétibﬁ liber-. :

,Jéiéd'"h}§5513§'"911Zﬁéﬁblégﬁsx—VAS;Ohﬁéﬁﬁif§fﬁéii¢@¥f¢29?£9943h§:iStﬁD¢§=aﬁaib
at ease in teéaching black students, not a vVictim-of guilt becausé. of his

: whi teness . -
N L | , 8

BLACK STUDIES: STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT

To understand the Danforth Foundation's experieiice (the disappointingly small

TR ST S T e T

~~ ‘nunber of promising nominees for the Black Studies Fellowships; the conflicts :
~over ideology .and methodology; étc.) one needs to uriderStand what was ‘happéning
* ‘t6- the .field itself. ' ‘
o Powes Struggles: Local and National, Black and White ’ 7
. ’ . - . o ) T
I1f 1968-69 was the Year of Many Promises for ‘Black Studlgs,,asrit surely was,, St
the year which followed was the Year -of COnfion;ation—ahd’CQﬁquioh; It was. ° 7
-2 tumultuous year, with scores of dramagiC'confrghtathhs:éctqss the country ‘. -

~over a seriés of questions related to-who would define and develop the field

and whose "turf" it would be. In city aftcr—citx—(ththérn*and'westérn, for

‘the most part; rather than Southern), Black Studies issues came to be hope-

dessly tangled with issues of housing, jobs, and community -action for blacks. ©

Few institutions were prepared to cope ‘with the instant politicization of any

field, particularly one with local impact. The role; of any, which whites

‘wer¢ to play as teachers, researchers, and students, raised issues in Black
B -Studies which became sufficiently acute .as to closc institutions and bring to
® | : a halt national and even international conferences of scholars. Bitter whites
-charged "reverse racism" as blacks kept them out of some key Black Studies
programs; bitter blacks charged bad faith as they perceived theé autonomy ‘
which they were jnitially promised was .compromised by white budget-makers and )

M e

—,—— ~Contract=signers. Headlinés frum Tthaca and from san Francisco reflected the
' fact that Black Studies could break institutional peace and.-even dislodge
J - administrations. - -




A Year -of Truce: 1970-71

-

In the process of continuous debate, both local and national, -any progress in
1969-70 toward defining the. field and adding to knowledge of the black exper-
‘ience was minimal. Meanwhile, new chtende?S—nore,appeq;ingvfbr institutional

support, as Chicano Studiés (later also American Indian Studies, Asian-
Amcrican-Studies, and Women's Studics) cut into-budgets assigned Black Studies,
especially at institutions on the West Coast. A few udministrators probably
welcomed the competition and must have recognized a silver lining in the
‘clouds of budget shortages. At any rate, the initial dream of Black Studies
--as a field of inquiry which would simultaneously develdp black pride and con=
tribute to the reconciliation of blacks and whites, melted in the hot sun of

unending controversy.

*

-As- universities- openeéd: for a new academic year in the fall of 1970-71 and as
the :sécond: class. of Danforth ‘Fellows went to-work, an/uncasy peace -slowly
‘became- discernible over the- fiéld: Student :pressure--thé. major force in
’JgﬁnéhiﬁzﬁﬁfééfémseévéfY?bérs"béﬁ§ﬁ;télé?S§*$iiﬂifi¢én§llif¢V§ﬁfth@hkh it
iremained’:an-uncertain-Guantity.. Administrators:in-both black and:white
“institutions bégan to: find: that they could n

ons | “ egotiate -Black -Studies: issues:
wWithout ;hc‘:bgeatzof—imﬁgdjé;@»f@ﬁ;iial; Since::the ffelagwaéﬁby*nGWréynohxf
~mous with strife (whether the-issues were budget; personnel, governance, or a
" -combination ‘thereotf’), administratorsvbggah'to’éVoid'dcéisibbsiihefc*fcasjbl¢'
V-gnd,'o,posgpohe:thc'implémeptgtioh*ofibIUcprjnts; Although national mcetings .
:on” Black Studies and its related ficlds continued to-:generate bitter black/ . -
-white -and- still more b{fte;:b]aéklbléékxdjSpu;cs,,coﬂmdnaSeﬁse-pfhggatiSQ N
“brouglit -evén the most militant blacks to the (unexpressed but easily inferred)-
‘Conviction that pluralism in-Black Studies was inevitable, at lcast for a time.

‘With uniformitx a remote gf—ngtkap,impqssiilé=g;eam;,;hé alternative was to
-concentrate on a local situation. and worry later about the nationzl scene.

Black Studies could mean interdisciplinary research gearéd to commiinity action
(this.was Nathan Hare's dream, briefly launched at San Francisco State, e.28.);
while at another institution (Federal City ‘College) the same concept led to
'itptalngpaiation—of:the!piogfém from—the'jnstitutiéﬁ—aﬁd:thésestabjishngnt of
-an: independent community institute, At still a-third university (Richard-
Long's program at Atlanta University), -Black Studies meant careful, orthodox;
"pure” research into previously neglected subject matter related to'the black

‘experience, -all on a discipline-by-discipline basis. -

An annual conference--the Conference on ‘Afro-American Studies--at Atlanta
University is useful as a barometer of each year's pressure points. In the
-early years of the Conference, supporters of different points of view did

not hesitate-to show theéir distaste for one another. But by theé winter of )
1970-71 a state of truce obtained at the CAAS meetings. Why such a relaxation?
First, there was ccnsensus that if students and résearchers were ever to accom-

plish anything, they would need time for reéscarch rather than controversy;
sccond, there was concern that financial support would dry up unless ‘somc

results were forthecoming. Finally, conflicting points of view on Black Studies
<could be aired in,journuls,and,books“ratbcrwthaﬁﬁiﬁxnéwspapcruheadljnes: Each-—
ycar following 1969 saw the establishment of at least one new journal; and, as-
of 1972, there are almost a score of journals devoted to issues related to

- black experience and Black Studies.

[
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Black Studies <n 1972

In nid51972.>then,°is the field of Black Studies alive? viable? stabilized?

It is safe to-say it is alive and probably safe to say it is viable, but it
would be ‘an overstatement to describe it as stable or stabilized. A recent
report in the New York Times estimated that mére than 600 college and-uni-

versities offer black-oriented courses and that they -have given impetus to.
"a mass black introspection unparalleled in: recorded history."

‘For many reasons, Black Studies--albeit still a phenomenon--may appear a
_phenomenon of a lesser order in 1972 than it promised in 1969. It is truc,
for example, that in very few ins.itutions have student ‘enrollments--black

or white--met predictions and expectations.. This- fact together-with in- ¢/ .
Creasingly stringent budget situations has justified redictions in commit-
‘ments in many universities. Then, t0d; thé very appearance -of such fields
such as Chicario, American Indian, and Women's Studies has led critics to

claim thgnglggktstgdigs;uaStthe‘fiiﬁt:6figh§éii§5f6fffiqs; none of -them

‘With serious: staying power. T e

it is trie; too; ‘that it is as difficult toifggpgx‘a'l*ize—;aib’ég,t;éj@lgck—;S,;udies'

in 1972 as it was in 1969. For some, Black Studies is Synonymous.with
experimental éduéutfon:Afoi*othcis:it,is;tradigionqrf',F577§6h9;;it must be
an interdisciplinary venture; for others, it follows natiral departmental
“lines. For some, it is basically an intcllcctual,pgrSuiy;:forxothcrs; it
-approaches the anti-intellectual. In some institutions it exists to-nrovide.
‘the equivalent offuthquc'tddﬁjfbnxblagk;studénts;:in,othe;s,,7S%at¢ 100%-
‘of the students are whité. There are institutions where the academic repu-
i;dtiongof-alack:Studigs%is*vgry.low--nbérQ'thé—cours¢§=in‘81@¢k Studies are
‘f;abby—andfprcgcn;iQnS—ihafwhetezserious“;tﬁdghts,—bJack—as*wéll;as:ghite,
assiduously avoid the field. In such institutions, white faculty Knowingly
allow a ghetto to exist and-black faculty who teach in "respectabis' depart-
"-ments -either ignore the Black Studies program or work against it for change.,
Yet there are-also institutions where the reputation of Black Studies is
-good, where students find significance in.being exposed to whiteness and
‘blackness in the context of Black Studies cotirses, ‘and wheré black and white

students as well as faculty teach one another. In such institutions.gghe,“
antellectual level of Black Studies is likely to match that of the rest of
‘the institution, except that fresh contributions to knowledge arc more likely
to come from Black Studies than from any other undergraduate field. Since
-many white institutions are finding that de: facto segregation is: the new way
of life on their campuses, Black Studies has the merit of precipitating dis-
-course between-blacks and whites, however marked it may be by disharmonies.

Black Studies continues to suffer--as does the nation--from the fact that the
integrationist/segregationist question divides blacks as well as whites. We
are told that some black scholars still downgrade Black Studies with secret
tiames like "Advanced Cornbread 202," and the basic mistrust even of John Hope
Franklin was reflected in a comment as late as May, 1972, when bhe stated that
‘he saw his most important contribution doing what he could "to prevent the

~program-from adding to racizm." “But does anyon€ eXpect the integrationist/ =
segregationist question to be answered once-and-for-all in his lifetime? The
inevitable result of the ambivalence is that no institutional program in Black
Studies is without its local critics, whethetr for "irrelevance" or for

"“Tom-ism," for over- or for under-politicization. :

%




- continue to iidke their first commitik 2. ntional dis 1fié Wi
_Black Studiés as an- insurancé polic¢y on the side. Black Studies, like American
Studies before it, is making relatively §1dw;piogressxat:tthgradpaté level.
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‘There is still a great difference between Black Studies in a northern, pre-
" dominantly white institution- and Black Studies in a southern black institution.

But it seems fair to say that more—Elagks appreciate the usefuiness of Black
‘Studies for dialogue than was -true in 1969--dialogue between nationalist-
v@ilitaﬁtshand integrationist-evolutionaries, and dialogue between blacks and:
‘Whites. Undeviating party-line départiients aré less visible than they were
four years ago; with even the most militant blacks conceding that whites
-should know more than they do about the life and experience of blacks. It is-
Significant that two consortia in the Soiiththe Alabama Center for Higher

. ‘Education and the Association for Graduate Education and Reséirch of North
‘Texas--are operating successful Black.Studies programs for the benefit of
. their white as. well as their black institutional members. One can maintdin

‘With confidence that some of the most constructive thinking on "America's
greatest dilémma" is being geneérated and. given a hearing in Black Studies

‘ ?ﬁ?bgrams;

~ Moréover, the overall quality of stidy is less frequently challéenged, and the
~‘publications have become more impressive. One:or two-graduate programs in

Black Studies now exist (New York University and'Atlanta University), albeit.

- with divergent philosophies. Strong programs in specialties such. as: Affican

music attract good students, though most blacks who undertake graduate: study
ommitménts to a convéntional discipliiie with

“Finally, it is essential to look at Black Studies in the larger context of a

sub-group culture. Thus, the ebb and flow of interest in Black Studiés. in

—:'thc past threé years have been closély relatéd to the drives. fof .black radio:

and TV, for black theatre, for black books and périodicals of all sorts. As

“these drives have fet with a measure of success, the demand that Black Studiés

prograns provide leadership for the black commnity has cooled. Related, t6o,
is the unsettled issue of :the place of Black Studies in eleméntary and high

- school curricula. The nature of the college program. in Black Studies will

ultimately in large part be defined by the student's--black or white--pre-
college exposure, and at present this is at least as unstable as Black Studies

for the college student.

_ The unresolved issues of Black Studies are many and complex, and the future is-

,thgrtéin;7 Ironically enough, the shortage of good -faculty which concerned the

Danforth Foundation in 1969  continues into 1972-73.8 It is obscured by the

fact that institutions in 1972 can afford to postpone development of a program
1f they can't find Mr. and Ms. Right. Since finding Mr. and Ms. Right is

‘complicated by the idiosyncratic nature of the programs, institution by

institution, and by the fact that many young black scholars have avoided the
field, there is a chicken-and-egg problem for future staffing.

A member of Congress is ‘dangling before his colleagues and the public

‘the prospect of a series of ethnic centers in university settings, all to be
generously supported by Federal funds. A means of making Black Studies
palatable to white Congressmen? Perhaps.

840ne problem troubling all black studies programs is-the shortageé of

blacks." John Blassingame, Change (Winter, 1971-72), p. 16.

s
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But there is in 1972 faint but increasing support for a pa1r of related con-
cepts--first, that both blacks and whites have rolés to play as teachers/
‘Tesearchers/students in Black Studies; and second, that ‘in the long run black
institutions of-higher learning will serve as the most active centers for

-- Fésearch. This observer, for one, would estimate .that the low point in Black
Studies was reached some time ‘back ‘and ‘that ‘a slow but steady growth--houever
different in d1fferent kinds of institutions--may be ahead: Gresham's Law has
not operated, at least on a national level. There will never be un1fbrm1ty,
-and "growth" in some institutions may take the form of ‘expansion in ‘the context
of other programs. But the physical distinctiveness of blacks, the fact that
the1r proportion in the total population makes them the most s1gn1f1cant minor-
ity, the fact that they have made: a- central -as well as pecul1ar contribution to
American life, all these factors mean that the rationale for Black Studies
-remains 1ndependent of the rationale for other ethiic studies. It is v1rtually
certain that some form-of Black Studies will be a- permanent addition to the:
school and to the secondary ‘curricuium. 3

—

Most important -of -all, a: notable-witershéd-has. -been: ¢rossed: not.only is 1t

accepted and: respectable to do: research: on ‘lacks! ‘but it is clear that no

1mportant soc1al quest1ons ‘Can- be explored,A1thout cons1derat1on of their

€thnic 1mpl1cat1ons. As Harold:Cruse, -director of the- Center for Afro=American

‘Studies at the -University of M1ch1gan and author of e Crisis of the- Negzg :
1ntellectual, recently Temarked: “For a long t1me black studies is -going :to -l
‘be a separate discipline . . . . But it will, eventually, be integrated and we 3
" will déevelop the new scholar--black and whxte--to rewrite thé American .
-experience." ’

111
SOME EARLY EVALUATIONS.

Was the Danforth Foundation's investment in Black Stud1es timely or premature?. -
‘Did the experience of elect1on to the Black Studies Fellowship change individ=
ual faculty members and, through them, their institutions? Has the existence
of the program had an impact on the development of ‘Black Studies as a field of
study? Did the Foundation achiéeve its objective in- establishing Postgraduate
Fellowships in Black Studies? What implications, if any, are there for future
.programs/grants by the Foundation?

“Question 1: Did the Fellowship year,have an impact,on the Féllows?

It goes wifﬁ“ut saying that upon return to their colleges and universities, DF
Black Studies Fellows developed a wide variety of new courses as a result of
their year of study. Some choosc traditional themes; others are original.

Some courses” have proved so popular they must be given in sections (Southern
Oregon College), and in at least onc institution, the fire marshall has stepped
in to insist.that ekxcess students must be kept out (Eastern Washington State
College).

r

Some Fellows report that they receive so many requests to bring Black Studies
into their communities that they cannot respond to them all.- They have made
appearances before elementary and high school audiences; they have given




:College -and Sangamon- State Un1vers1ty)

‘Many of the ex-Féllows Teport having written. papers for guild meetipgs such.
‘a5 the Afr1can Stud1es Assoc1at1on and th”" Z i1:-Colinéi:

EEngl1sh and review.articles. forgprofess onal Journ ‘s.aé;

ﬂclud1ng a text on- Afr1can polita € :
‘Paterson College of New Jersey, 1971 : Zhi
smoted h1m, -haméd: a- scholarsh1p for h1m,'and given: h1m a-
‘to complete his researcht -

AR important by-product of tlie ycar for _many Fcllows -‘was that in )o1n1ng a %

group of mature scholatrs -trained in différent d1sc1pl1nes they found: it
Jpossible to explore another d1sc1pl1ne. Several Fellows: comnented :on the .

wanted the secur1ty of graduate rather than post=graduate status.

13

seminars to Urban League and to church groups. One has worked with high school
faculty to convince thém of the value of teach1ng black literature or ‘black_,,

-history, whether their students. are white of black. Two or ‘thréé ex-Fellows

describé themselves as "missionaries" in their eagerness to "teach the
teachers' the s1gn1f1cance of Black Studies; they are 1nsp1red among other
things, by the conviction that the field W1ll Come. into its own- at the -

acollege and graduate school level only after it has been fully 1ncorporated

into the pre- colleg1ate curricuium: (They also work with h1gh school studenté

‘making them conscious of ways to test their textbooks for racism.) One alumnus ;
iFellow (wh1te) agreed to offer a seminar on rac1sm for the local pol1ce forcec R,
. F1nally, two ex-Fellows have received. Federal -grants to organ1ze summer insti- :

tutes to bring pre- collegiate téachers into the field of Black Studiées (Luthet

if Teachers of

t1fut1on:has pro=
ond-: year: of 1éave-

OF l-"
:» U‘lc

AT

long Tange s1gn1f1cancc in their growth as scholar teachers which “this: oppor-

tunity represéntéd. One team--an h1stor1anfand an anthropolog1st--gave : ] %
themsclves a Seminar on W.E.B- ‘Dubois; exchang1ng d1sc1pl1nary insights so :
Pprofitably that they plan to produce a book from it.

-

-Ohe Fellow wrote that: "This has beeén a- year of reading, discussion, writing;-
-and for me introspection and human growth." He added that "Probably the only

11m1tat1on of the year was time.! Not all the Fellows: had hla kind of compul=

sive thoroughness, 1ndepende1ce and ambition, and.a few expressed the regret o
that there was not more structure in théir l1ves suggésting they really M

1 =

No group of Danforth Féllows-ever reflected wider range in background training,
ability, and probably no banforth Fellowship ever assuréd theé holder as much in

. the way of experiential leaFning. For the understanding of blackness came not

only through books and vicarious experieénce: it was diréct and personal and
immediate and relentlessly daily. As one (white) Fellow wrote: '"Oné immediate
résult is that I no longer belicve in integration, if intégration means assimi-
lation, as I fear it does." Some of the most thoughtful teacher- scholars the
Foundat1on has ever supportéd were in the program; 50 were a few wheeler-dealer,
non-scholarly opportunists. The field attracts both extremes; so did we. It
was the height of irony that one alumna of the program--a black woman with an
M:A.--was snatched up by N.Y.U.'s Afro-American Studies department. She put

all of her experience and thinking as a Fellow into the creation of their

qgraduate program only to find herself excluded from it because she didn't - —~ -
. ‘herself have a Ph.D! :

Question 2: Did the Foundation achieve its objective of offering support to
an institution by awarding a Fellowship to a faculty member whom

it nominated?
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Staff is in the process of c1rcu1ar1z1ng the Académic Deans of institutions
‘where this queéstion is an appropridte one to raise. Heré it should be noted
that of the 33 Fellows in the first two -groups, not all returned to their

home base.

In threé cases, the institution réneged on its promise to retain:

the faiulty member;9 in four cases, the Fellows chose not to return.10 In one
case,”” a Fellow was discovered to have accepted the DF stipend plus a match1ng
grant from his institution: at thé same time that hé held a full-time -appoifit-
ment to teach Black Studies. Hé has disappeared off the face of thé earth.

For add1t1onalicomments*of'Fellows, sée‘AppendinA

Question 3:

‘The academic - commun1ty doesn
soc1al scieénces -and’ human1

Pos tgraduate fellowsh}ps in the soc1al séiénces -and human1t1es .
are relatively. rare. The. Danforthgpro;ect was"pecul1arly related | &
t0*the subJect mattei focus and produced 51gn1f1cant.exper1menta1 EH
learn1ng for both black. -and- -whiteé pa tic¢ipants. Was: this. empha- ) -
$is_so 5pec1al as to. limit :the: s1gg;f1cance of the;prggram 0T are:

there f1ndrggs of 1mportance for the future work of thej undat1on’

ECE e ———— B T T o T e e ————

LA s

't havc}many models for postgraduateﬁwork 1n thel

[es-, Study of DF Fcllows' evaluat

that the opportun1ty to aud1t coursés in such- prest1g1ousi ersities: as e,

" Stanford, and the Un1vers1ty of Ch1cago ‘was ‘not ‘the maJor:benef1t‘prov1de by.
the Fellowship. In- fact, there are répeated. references ‘to--the surprisingly

¥

. poor quality of 1nstruct1on which the Fellows. found around: them. AS oné- Fellow ? %

admitted:

a "I have had to face the fact this ‘year that a- good- course is hard: to
find! (and, alas, to teach')" ‘And not a few Fellows said they:: would TEétuTh:

to their 1éss prest1g1ous institutions with a sense of rénewed hope! T -

remarkable pérspectivé as a result of being out of natural habitat and out of ‘-

Despite their deprecat1ng response to courses, however, thé Fellows found that
the ovérall experience (free time, excellent l1brary, ‘eté.). provided a new and

the noifmal role as teacher. (For some, this was initially a traumatic exper1—

lence: to be neither faculty nor student néither of a départment nor out of - .z g

)Roll1ns Lollege Fla. (Anthony Layng); Southern I1linois Universaty,
Experiment in H1gher Educat1on ((urolyn Dorsey) Reed College (Dennis Bonner).

10Chr1stopher Bre1seth (Williams College) Cleveland Williaims (St Michael's

College (Vermont); Joseph Logsdon (Lehigh University); Alvy King (Texas
Christian University). Two of these Fellows separatéd from their ifistitution
‘with mutual regret as a result of thé fact that there were no tenure slots
available; one had a serious misunderstanding over contract conditions and
seized an opportunity to take a post elsewhere; the fourth wanted to move
himself and his family from an allzwhité community (Vermont) back to a south-
ern 1nst1tut1on ‘

Mg dward Scarborough (DePaul University).

Lge s true, however, that the National Endowment for the Humanities,
having broken the ice with its Black Studies Fellowships, is increasingly
—penerous in offering grants for rescarch projects in both humanities and
social science. In addition to its ‘Fellowships in Black Stud1cs, NEH now
“offers American Indian and Chicano Studics. .
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,it, was disorienting.) The "chance to see life from the other side of the-
“desk," combined with powerful intellectual stimulation; new resoufces, and
new—sufr@undingsijéd‘ﬁéhy-Qf'the—Félldws to take a .totally fresh look at the

undergraduate experiénce of ali students, their own inéluded. Bothéred: by

the apathy which they observed in classes taught by others, maiy Fellows

organized informal seminar discussions among themselves on the need for re-
thinking hhdérgradQéﬁ¢fcﬁi?iéulﬁﬁ;—fcrAexpeii@éﬂtétiéh, and for the releasé
from the lecture/examination format, Since the Fellows represerited a wide

cross=section of institutions in terms of quality, size, and tradition, sich-
informal seminars had a quality at once Sturdy and fich.. Not a feéw Fellows.
ébmméﬁtéd'that§f§p'théififst*time:they‘gQGﬁd;@hgh§§1Vé§ taking a professicnal
interest in teaching; not just an intellectual pleasiiré: i their disc¢iplines.

Many resolved to develop: new teaching styles on: theif return..
{ ) . R
“The emphasis on spontaneous generation of good: conversation among Fellows
- introduces; the .issue:-of whéther it-was useful/essential/unimportant ¢
work -of -the: e 116Ws: em.:£o t
tions, ‘With thé-exception o:
institution which he chose for
‘benefit -of sharing: their ‘expériences with other Feliows,
~in fact; the group of Danforth Fellows-was -enlarged by the
Fellows. ..

The Fellows at one institution:-the University of Chicago--were to a man
convinced-that much of the: success of ‘the year stemmed from: their own inter-
‘change,. Stimulated- and nourished by the contribution. of . the director of DF
Fellows. Lven though some of the Fellows réjected -completely his philosophy-

_of Black Studies;. the Chicago director, John-Hope Franklin, inspired admiration,
gratitude, and loyalty -of such:an ordef that -one finds it hard:-to beliéve the
tributes weré not written by awe-struck adolescents.

The experience of the Stanford and Atlanta groups placed the same emphasis, on

their group and director assoufces. of stimulation. Then what -of the contiol
group--the four Black Studies Fellows who worked alone? Each -ofi them-also

regarded his experience-as ‘highly valuable. All four admitted that having
-Colleagues might have made a richer year,, but they wouldn't have -been willing
to sacrifice what they gained (in one case, access to a particular colléction
of source materials; in another, participation as a whité student in a black
theological seminary, etc.) for what-might-have-been.

The acute dissatisfaction of two successive groups at Yale, though it had
several sources, suggests that an essential ingredient in the success of the

-cluster principle is thé personal interest of a director who serves as the
active liaison between the postgraduate Fellows and: the rest of thé university,
including their related departments. In both 1969-70 and 1970-71, the Yale
-groups had indifferent leadership. (In. fairness, one should ‘point out that -
DF Fellows were the responsibility of a man new to the University who very
properly’ identified the undergraduatés as his first priority and tried to
delegate responsibility for working with the Danforth Fellows to a second man,
also'new to the University). Yet when a third group chose Yale, in the face
of clear warnings based on the experience of the two previous groups, they

had an exciting and rewarding year, thanks to the direct and sustained interest
of the acting director, John Blassingame.




4 program.of teaching=sabbat

MajoT university-=all this is. aii invaluable experiénce. Them
not. ready t6 profit from 1t; thé 'settled' teacher i:
Or her ways ; ‘but the teicher in-between: is malléabie

. 16
To sum up, being one of a cluster of postgraduate Fellows did not guarantée a
good- experience within the groiip, neither did being a "loner" i an institution
keep a Fellow from having -a fruitful :year even.though deprived-of stimulating
colleagues. The shift -of perspective which. camé: with the transplantation -of a
mature observer to a new inStitution had-a powetful influence on the profes-
sional development of many .of the Fellows, regardless of théif status in.a.
group. And where .groups clicked, the stimilation was yeasty, unlike any=
thing the Fellows had known.before; nature adults with the. common interest -of
Black Studies brought to-.their formal and informal $eminars their different
disciplinary orientations. and widely divergent individiial expeTiences. Their”
teaching of one another was- an intellectiial/personal expériénce of the highest
order . . - ‘

Several of the oiitstanding Fellows, in expressing their regret 4t the termina-
tion of the Black Studies Fellowships, iifged that the program-be replaced:
- - - IS f~_‘.q’“‘“ .

Toj g tical fellowships: ‘for 'y
that .a yedr's release: from institutional -demands
research-=combined: with ‘the opportinity .to-work Wit

the. resources of a great university, -and take.an:outsidesinsider's view-of 4.

6 o e e

10Vi Cé ‘teacher is
sn’t likely to-change his
‘ahd ready for the

expérience. : -
They stipulate only two things: one, that the.host university provide an
interested, well-confiected 1iaison pefson to counsel and heip the Fellows, and,
two, ‘that -cach- Fellow. have a departmental connection, if only to the extent
of an assignfent to tedch quiz sections.. , .
, o N I
Joseph Logsdon, ohe. of the Fellows irging the .cohtinuation-of the Black .Studies
Fellowship program under a broader mandate; offered. the following appreciation
of his year as the basis for advice t6-the -Foundatipr:,

The overall character of this Biack Studiés Féllowship shouid ot be;
overlooked; it Surely has usefulfiess beyond the exploration and improvement

of Black Studies. It may well be a striking -innovation -in-higher -education.
The postdoctoral idea is relatively unexplored in-the ‘social sciénces
and humanities. And having it occur after considérablé college teaching
experience is cven more uniisual anywhere -in higher &ducation. The -postdoctoral
in science or the residency in.meédicine usually takes place immediately
after doctoral study. . . .

If universities could .offer sabbaticals of this sort--perhaps on the
basis of awards--it wWould probably have a major impact ‘on- improving
the quality of teaching in Américan colleges and universities. Most
leaves and grant$ aré directed toward research alone. A fellowship like
ours would serve a much broader purpose: renewing and refreshing the
teachers, their teaching; and their research. No one has really managed

to find a way to encourage growth on the part of a faculty after graduate
school except by rewarding -publication=-with time and resources for more
publication. I don't denigrate publishing. But I writeé this as a 'publishing
scholar®, who has oftén considered the process of rewards. self-defeating

if it had hopes of encouraging anything beyond growing specialization
and publication. From my experiences this year as a Danforth Fellow in.
‘Black Studies, I would urge you to consider the program's applicability-

to even broader purposes in higher education.
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» for one, am certain that because of this year's experience, I shall
return to teaching not only more knowledgeable in Black Studies and )
bettér prepared to offer advice; but also-more 1an1r1ng in my research
and more concerned and 1nterested in ‘my teachlng -Perhaps I shall also
try to 1nst1tut;onal1ze and expand- -my exper1ence for others in th1s -and -
other f1elds, for I am-convinced that you have struck upon a br1ll1ant
1nnovat1on in h1gher education.

A last word on the first evaluation

Whethér the- Foundation: ‘made a wisé move in. 1969 only time will téll. Many:
_persons ‘would have used the - Foundat1on § resources d1fferent1y But that We
‘moved--to-. Teet: -a. feed: wh1ch ‘wWas- acute 1s cl ar;. and ‘that':we: $tood: aga1nst
reversé racisi. as. well as aga1nst Tac also part~of the rec”rd Several
Fellows Cgll o :

fres'ixl—t'ed’ in uni , ity 1 i .
‘Yet our bas1c obJect ve e: for people 6 ink,
and -this -wé havé done. We have supported Fellows represent1ng a wide range -of
points of view and we have made it possible for sérious -exchanges: t6 take

place .among them. Théir work is not finished; through their work, our- pebbles
will go on-making waves.

ok kX kK

The concluding section of th1s report provides a sampl1ng of the reflections
of the. Fellows who have enjoyed- DF's Postgraduate Black 9tud1es Fellowsh1ps.
Fhey can and do Speak for themselves.

<

Laura Bornholdt

Beee s ™




Appendix A

" Excerpts from Correspondence
with Black Studies Fellows

Appreciations

RS

". . . the year provided me-with unprecedented refreshment and enrichment:
le1sure to read and think; new faces; friends, exper1ences and scenery;

the occasion. for ‘more: wr1t1ng ‘than- I have done in 8 yéars of teaching; and

freedom- from financial pressures .

"The: 1mpact of my Danforth year upon the current -one is. evident in three

places:. at Drury College, in: the -community of Spr1ngf1eld .and in my -own. .

research: and- writing.. . , .

“ ) James T. L1V1ngston (1970- 71)
’ ‘Drury College

"(1 greatly appreciated) the ‘experiential ! impact of spending a year in

closé contact and d1scuss1on with black teachers -and: students -of - -many-
persuasions. I think I now approach d1scuss1ons With black stiidents; and
in black studiés cldsses, with a new: openness ‘a new sensitivity to the
diversity of black views: and attitudes.; and the -confidence ;. when-it seems
appropriaté, to say th1ngs which--seem to be true, even though 1 am aware

that I risk be1ng misunderstood as a racist."

William Becker (1970 s71)
Bucknéll University

"A POST-GRADUATE YEAR: ‘WHAT IT HAS BEEN
(SPLENDOR: MIRABILE DICTU)

It has ‘been a year of splendor

to Strengthén my background in Black literature

to. Publish my first article in-a lcading journal:

to Learn from others, scholars and students alike

to Engage in serious reséarch on Countee Cullen

to Negate in discussion absurd notions ‘of the Black Man
to Dream of sunshine in. February and end up in Jamaica

to Order and synthesize my reading into lectures

to Reap the benefits of a Danforth Fellow in Black Studies

- It has indeed been a year of SPLENDOR, marvelous to relate."

Johnnie M. Sharpe (1971-72)
South Carolina State Collecge

18
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Appreéiations (2)

"I still regard the year I spent at Yale as a high point in my professional
career."

H. Larry Ingle, (1969-70
University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga

"It has been the best sustained academic experience of -my llfe Sharply
defined goals and accessible means have found a ‘happy union. The approach-
ab1l1ty of top scholars, the ava1lab1l1ty of réscurces and the vitality of
the student/scholars at the university have compl1mented the investment of
self to produce -an -extrémely worthwhile year Accolades 19 the Foundatlon
for mak1ng poss:ble this. 'r1ght on! year.. . ."

Wilbir T. Wash1ngton (1971 72)
Cent¥al College (Towa)

". . . I feel a very -génuine gratitude for the wonderful .opportunity- that:’
the Foundation provided. for me. In -a sense it was -a breakthrough and a
unlque experience for me:. The reason I say that is because.l not only teach

in a small collége but ‘have, with -one- except1on always attended and taught

at small and non-prestigious colleges The year that you provided for me-ut
Yale was my chance to be -exposed to- the top rank of American-higher education
and 1 feel that I profited by it enormously This is not to imply that
everything was superb: of ¢éven superior -there but much was and as for that
that was not--well, [ learned quite a bit just by d1scover1ng a bit of medi-
ocrity exists even in those hallowed precincts. The main. thing is that we
who teach at most -of the collegés and universities of America tend to becoiie
isolated -and inbred in our ideas and badly need. the stimulation of being
thrown into the exciting atmosphere of a great university."

. Robert Lowe (1969-70)
Elmira College )

". . . one of the most valuable and exciting years of my Iife. . . ."

". . . a year of renewal and revitalization. . . ."

Pearle M. Mankins (1971-72)
Virginia Union University

"On a more personal level (and to one who had known very few black people
previously), perhaps my most meaningful--and enjoyable--experience has bheen
the opportunity of living in the homes of two black families. ‘There have
been lonely times, of course, and I've missed the role of teacher more than
I had expected, but generally speaking, I believe this semester has prOV1ded
me with an invaluable experience."

Carolyn Huff (1971-72)
Lenoir Rhyne College

o
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Appreciations (3)

"Thus the Foundation efforts in this new area were, I believe, well worth
it. In the long run I have no idea what will happen (who does?) to Black
‘Studies in this country. But a lot of people will have beriefited from .
DF's efforts in any case, "and I for one feel privileged to have been a
‘part of an effort conceived for all the right reasons, . . .and to which
the prestige of a great foundation has been committed." ' o
o Nicholas Canaday (1970-71)
Louisiana State University

"I have been.both impressed and disappointed with-Atlanta University. The
4ibrgry;iéféiQisasigf:aiéa,f;afgé{y430§vt6vadmiﬁi§§;é;iVewahgfstéff;ihqom-
petence: Something must- be dDﬁéiiﬁ?fhiéfa?éiﬁiﬁhédiéiély%—'Thé'QFQJiCY of
“teaching is ‘mixed. Of the many excellent teachers I have encountered; two
‘Stand -Uppermos. in my mind: ‘Richard.Long; Direétor -of ‘the-Center -for-African.
f@ﬁdzAffiééﬁ‘Ahéfiféﬁ?$§§§ié$w515-5§§—6§'th§“ﬁ9$i5iﬁi§11ééiﬁéliy~§Eiﬁﬁléi159:—
;persons I havé ever encountered. Iiis. weekly seminar on Afro-American-culture
was most valuable. Mack Jones; chairman of the Politicil Science department,

- .fave mé new insights into thé workings of politics and government, especially:

4s it affected the black community."

George P. Antone (1971-72)
Appalachian State University

“If a Fellow cannot get what he wants at the University of Chicago I would

;gg inclined to say that he does not know precisely what he wants or else he
does not.know. how to go about getting it."

Sister Mary Mangan (1269-70)
- ' : Webster College

€

"The University of Chicago was an excellent choice. Although there is no
Specified Black Studies program or department here, the resources for study
-and instruction in’the ficld ar¢ impressive. There may, moreover, be wisdom
in their implicit decision to diffuse Black Studies within departments.
Frequently that approach has been an evasion. At Chicago, however, it is a
forthright, determined effort. There -are many courses in various departments--
.Well stuffed with black and white faculty and firmly imbedded with the univer-
wity. . . .The resulting varicety of approaches, the sense of security, the
-ubsence of power struggles, the academic soundness, and the overall institu-
tional stability are commendable strengths of Black Studies at Chicago. The
latter feature is particularly noteworthy. Thére is no appearance of
fragility or temporariness about Black Studies at Chicago. . . .

{@he value of the University of Chicago extends well beyond its own resources.
The immediate community of Hyde Park is a wonderful mixture of people. . . .

"As I feview my report thus far, I find that it is almost gushing. I did not
write it with that intention. I have written it to help you evaluate the
-program. My disappointments are few." A

Joseph Logsdon (1970-71)
- --Louisiana State University




. Appreciations (4)

Ryickbats

"Moreover serious research into black history, litefétpre, sociology, etc. is
essential if the integrative perspective is to be -achieved with sophistication. .
The Black Studies phenomenon did much to highlight the need for this process

and Danforth I think will be remembered for making a tangible contribution to
this essential movement," :

Christopher Breiseth (1970-71)
Sangamon State University '

t

!Yale's Afro-American Studies :‘Program under John Blassingame, Acting
-Director, has been very generous and helpful to the Danforth Fellows.
John -provided us: with qffiééé;ist?pﬁgzéhéogrégémgﬁi;andxéoupsél,,h@ihés
- also helped us to receive grants from the Graduaté School for our own

rescarch. I‘fégéivéﬂ'onéufét;jhé'fii@§5i¢;§éei§}éx§féndﬁh5VéAihtérV£ews—
1n: iy study of the black aesthetic. Under his. direction thére has also
- ‘been- an--excellent séries -of ‘speakers :and films. for the ‘Afro-American
Studies Program. 1 can't praise him-enough for his assistance and. for
his direction, even though temporary, -of the program. . . ."

Samuel H. McMillan (1971-72)
University of Tennessee

»
1

The only somewhat negative statement that I have to make is that the -t
prestige of Danforth has led some few students to say that a Fellow of

-that Foundation is suspect because he by reason of his fellowship belongs

to -what they call 'The Establishment.' I only have ‘to show them my over-

due bills to silence that accusation." )

Bertram Lewis (1970;?1) ,
Eastern Washington State College

"Also,vit seems that underlying the selection process of the Foundation is
ot too much confidence and faith in what is going.on in Black Studies (and
this is certainly understandable in light of cvents) and the Foundation has
sought to give it validity and stature by selecting persons with high
credentials, Ph.D.'s in most cases. This has led to, given thc nature of

" what opportunity has been for blacks previously, a paucity of blacks in the .

o8 program. This has becn a mistake admitted even by the concerned.whites in

the program,

"Blacks would be qualified in large numbers if the Foundation would look at
those still on the road to the Ph.D. and those not yet teaching on the

college campuses. "I am suggesting those -who might still be studying--graduate
and postgraduate--those who are interested in research and writing rather
than teaching and those with a master's degree who have ycars of cxperience
teaching in the secondary schools, who with a year of study the banforth
fellowship would -provide, could move into the Jjunior colleges.




Bric@bats (2)

}ﬁﬁis tendéncy toward sponsoring those who have .already achieved gives a
very conservative character to the program. Conservatism and Black Studies
are strange bed fellows!"

Carolyn Dorsey (1969-70)
New York University

"It is perhaps true to say that I did not expect, nor was- I prepared for, the
the personal and racial animosity leveled  against the white};110w33 but
@cither:was'IAprepérgd for the deplorable academic quality of the Yale progrum.
The term 'deplorable' may be too strong, but I have been educated in more
traditional academic programs: and T must use that experience on a comparative
basis. : ) ' : ‘

" i . the Yale Black Studies Program, and'probabiy nearly -every -other such
progran established in receiit years, was initiated in-an atmosphere..of

‘highly charged-émotional. and. racial tension. Many programs were rushed into
existence without adequate ‘planining. or adequate inquiry into what purpose

‘Such progréms~should[att¢@pt'td-éééohp;ish3 ‘Faculties have been make-shift
and even at times blatantly incompetent. Really compétent scholars have

often been by-passed because of racial bias or have refrained. from offering
constructive criticism of ‘Black Studies programs due to the 'highly emotional
-atmosphere.: Where Black SthaiesADépartugngs=bgv§ been created, they have
generally been treated as unwanted and ill-conceived stepchildren of the
traditional departments. All of my academic experiences and instincts
indicate to me that such programs will die off of their own accord as soon

as the emotional tensions which creatéd them have lessened."

Robert Gaines (1969-70)
Tusculum College-‘

"Another, more 'serious prcblem that we encountered at Atlanta University was
the uncertainty of ccurse offerings. Some coursés in Afro-American Studies
listed in the schedule for this semester were cancelled at the last minute,
others substituted without giving the teachers much warning, and still
others offered but unlisted. One of the reasons for this, I believe, is the
general lack of coordination among the various schools in the Atlanta
University Center. Each school seems to be a separate entity, with its own
bureaucracy, programs, and goals. There is really very little sense of an
integrated 'center,' and I'm already convinced that this severely undermines
the potential of this kind of consortium."

Anonymous

". . . The Afro-American Studics Program at Yale is not very good. . . . At
the same time, it is clear that oné can learn a great deal about problems
in-black studies by observing what is going on here." '

Nicholas Canaday (1970-71)
Louisiana State University
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A New Fellowshin Program?

". . . such a year, coming four to ten years after one has finished the Ph.D.
and been immersed in teaching, is of tremendous benefit to the individual -and
the institutions he will inhabit. Too few of us in the humanities and social
sciences have the opportunity ‘to take on a set of probleéms to which we have
been led by our teaching and really pursue thé problems as scholars. Typiculiy
in the first years of teaching we are struggling with a variety of courses, -

some of which- we have had no- formal.preparation in; and-with our Ph.D.
dissertation which we .are prepa

over). The demands. of our ‘teachiiig Iife get us on -a treadmill which it is.
easier to stay. .on:-than-jump off’, a-fact ‘that "i5 made more-certain:by the
characteristic-expansion in our family responsibilities and: conconmitant need

ring for publication (old material being worked

not., to be, too adventurous. What has been so helpful -about -this year fof me is
to- come back as a student (With a teachor's. backbone: propping mé-up. in.my
-oWn éyesl:afge?~sc06n;ygir546f1t93ching*to<ﬁ9rk5ﬁith,o;hers—sharingfqy‘types

of ‘experience, but as important, to work with 4 first rate scholar like

Franklin who is in a position to give shape and direction to my study of
"~ these new interests, T rather detested my graduate work-=-it was so joyless

and soulless. The attigudek1*haVc';d§5fds:ihé'ﬁrESentiégpeiiéﬁCe could not

‘be more--different. I am:both the student .and the experienced teacher. This

makes me unusually rcceptive to intelligent guidance from someonc like

* Franklin, if also smug and critical about the shortcomings :of -my 'teaching. .

colleagues® whosc courses T visit. The result is attention paid to the art
of teaching as well as to scholarship. The rcadiness to write papers for
seminars betokens the willingness to be fully engaged as student and scholar.
My advice to those facing the opportunity of such: a year (and I think

programs like this should be expanded, centered around top scholars who are

rcady to take some teaching vetcrans in tow--which has its own kind of peril
and stimulation for such scholars} is to fix on a research problea related to
course work and write some papers which will be criticized by others. . . .

"It's a kind of sccond stage of graduate work--which is not the way to
advertise such post-doctoral work. But ‘it has the twin aspects of professional
guidance and peer group collaboration which can be very encouraging to the
experienced college teacher who has developed a style of unflappable competence
in the cyes of students (and hopefully faculty cclleagues), but who is really
unrcady to do any serious intellecctual collaboration in public with his fellow
professionals, preferring instcad the safety of scholarly isolation. Onc of
our problems, which the students sense, is .the lack of intcllectual community
among' the faculty of our colleges and universities. This issue is far-ranging
and | won't go into it further except to say that | sce in the experience I

am now enjoying a revitalization of individuals working separately and together
that has the quality of somcthing we are lacking at Williams, which [ sense is
missing in most of our colleges.”

Christopher. Breiscth (1970-71)
Sangamon Statc University
(originally Williams College)
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On the Future of Black Studies

"1 sense that universities and the society at large are less and less con<erned
with black studies. In such a period of reaction, the calm, tough-minded ’
approach of John Hope Franklin helps to bolster Wy own commitment to the field..
8lack studies within this society will be advenced by: rigorous research and
dedicated teaching." -

Joseph Logsdon (1970-71)
Louisiana State University

"l am less sure now of how Y would go about implementing a black studies

program than. I was a year ago. I have heard and: read -some persuisive arguments
for and ag.inst.separate black studies programs and departients. The more
~advanced black thinkers and writers (more-éxtreme, more radical?) maintain
that on-the black .campus :a-black studies program is /inappropristc since ‘the
‘institution as- a whole: cught to-be totally coemitted to the -subject in ali

its ramifications. ron:ghgfybj;g,jq?:gjiés;;tdtgl!Yiwbitc; campus, a-black
Studies program is merely establishment ‘tokenism at est. At this point my
thinking is that .on the survey course level, in-all disciplines, a fully
integrated program is the only feasible approach. The black American has
,bcgn.and,gill,cdntihﬁe—;qlbe.,sQ¢h an integral part of -the collectivity of
‘Amcrica that to draw off this component into a-separate discipline will create
-an intolerable gap. That is; in my thinking, we do not have an option. To-
study American politics, history, literature; etc. one must perforce study
*Black Studies.' An advanced;—specializedfdisciplinc. on the other hand, is
4 legitimate intellectual pursuit." ‘

George P. Antone (1971-72)
Appalachian State University

"“Although there is always the risk of pProjecting one's own institutional
-experience as a paradigm of thc world, I must confess to a qualified pessimism
‘about the future of Black Studies programs, particularly in predominantly white
‘private universitics. At best it would seem that Black Studies is szill
thought to be something which should take place within the traditional disci-
‘plines and departments; at worst, it is seen as redundant and even a threat

‘to intellectual standards. Both points of view lead me to conclude that they
arc the result of one of two conditions: either, the intellectual rationales
for Black Studies have been unrcad or undigested OR the forces at work on the
decision-makers in university administrations (e.g., trustee and alumni
attitudes) see Black Studies as a manifestation of the separatist thrust they
perceive to be an aspect of the broader black revolt in America. [ would
submit that those facult people who see Black Studies as a threat to academic
excellence have a ?oreststrccs problem and have secn only the campus unrest
pursuant to ‘Black Studics among many other things. Also not to be.discounted
are fuculty attitudes which eschew Black Studics as an unwelcome udditional
claimant to an already overburdeied budget. Students remsin fickle as well,
but new courses have to be made available long cnough to allow them to catch

on if they are going to.




:On the Future of Black Studies {2)

"Black Studies will continue to require legitimizing devices.if it is ever to

‘become an integral part of the academic community. Among these are dual

appointments, highly productive staff, excellence and imagination in teaching,
people willing to fight bureaucratic battles, etc. The Danforth Fellowships
have been an excellent legitinizing effort on behalf of Black Studies. In.
this context it is particularly unfortunate that they will not be continued."

E. Philip Morgan (1971-72)
Emory University

g

"Now 'that the great noises surrounding the issue of Black Studies have subsided

considerably, that there is genéral recognition that Black Studies is here to
stay. and that we who are serious about éstablishing this discipline are
quietly and busily at work, I hope sincerely the faith that. the Foundaticn
investeéd in the progran.has béen rewarded."

Carolyn A. Dorsey (1969=70)
New York University

<

"One wonders if Stanford University has any real commitment in this area since
the Afro-American program at Stanford is under-staffed and very peripheral
to the general académic concern of the University." T

Adebisi Otudeko (1971-72)
Franklin and Marshall College

—

". . . I don't believe black studies will disappcar--in part for the recason
you suggested, i.e. that white institutions recruiting black studcnts

will maintain black studies as part of that effort. 1 do expect that black
studies programs will remain in weak financial and political positions and

"as a result will become 'normalized' in such a way that any 'radical’

impulses will begin to disappear. s
"Black studies began as a radical movement. It began with demands for new
subject matter, new approaches, new relations among faculty, students, and
adm*nistrators, new relations with local communities; it began fiurthermore
with an unusual power base--a base in the student body rather than a
department or committee structure. . . Now that money is very tight, I
fear *hat black studies, which apparently has not had time to build a

powes base in many institutinns (and which at least at Stanford may not be

" able *o depend on its student base) will be under pressure to withdraw and to

conform."

Lawrence Flood
Mount llolyoke Collepe

"For most educational institutions 1 think a separate Black Studies
Departme 1t is a mistake because it is likely to play on the margins of
mainlin. activity (political, budgetary, intellectual) of the institution,




~On the Future of Black Studies (3)

to be lapped off without-much pain to the majority of faculty and students
under the guise of one expedient or another. On the other hand, I think it is
intellectually imperative that courses and programs be organ1zed to focus

on the experience of groups, both separately and together.

"One of the reasons I strongly advocate conscious moves toward the 1ntegrat1ve
perspective is that I have discovered here in middle America a deep need among
whites to understand -our rac1al/ethn1c experience as a nation. This is not
going to be accomp11shed for the majority of students if the content of

the minorities' experiences is in separate ethnic programs exclusively. The
objective is for intellectual subversion of the maJor programs and
disciplines. Much of this effort must be carried on by whites if other

whites are to be reached. On the other hand, the substitute for Black

Studies programs as separable entities is the presence of sybstantially '
increased numbers of black faculty members both to promote implicitly and -
explicitly our search to grasp. America‘s plurallsm and:to meet the

personal as -wéll as intellectual neéds -of black -studénts. Thus I would.
emphasize the need for some: ‘conscious: worklng of -whites with whites and: of
blacks -with blacks at the same ‘time ‘that both- .groups (students. and faculty)
are being drawn together intelléctually and personally in programs and

courses focusing on the interaction of our group expériences.

™. . . Each institution has its own needs and appropriate structures,
with particular constituencies to service. We should not be averse to
this. But we must also assert with firmness and confidence the neced to
grasp our interdependence as a group of people forming a nation in a

pluralistic world." 7 7
Christopher Breiseth (1970-71)

Sangamon State University

"Black studies, which is by definition interdisciplinary should have as

a main objective, the improvement of the lives of black people through

the application of techniques and methods of the traditional disciplines.
Black studies therefore, cannot be removed from the political, psycholo-

. gical, social and economic reality of black survival in a white controlled
world. 1t should be devoted to the education of a generation of scholars
committed to eradicating racism and oppression from the American and world
societies."

Joseph T. Darden (1971-72)
California State College
(Pennsylvania)

"I must confess to a qualified pessimism about the future of Black Studies
programs. . . . (They) will continue to require legitimizing."

Sister Mary Mangan (1969-70)
Webster College
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On the Implications of Black Studies for WASPs.

"The difficulties are manifold because of a particular and unbelievable
naivete and ignorance of the studénts to cultural differences and in
regards to race. The students look at Detroit or Harlem or Watts and fail
to see Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, Pine Ridge, and.Rosebud
Indian Reservations. They see busing problems in Florida, California,
Alabama, and Wisconsin, but refuse to see or have no idea that Indian
kids are transported and boarded out to Mission/Reservation schools

in Pierre, Mission, etc. right here in South Dakota, and that thé kids
come from Washington, Arizona, Oklahoma, and Minnesota.

"Part of what I have been trying to do is awaken the consciousness of
some people in Jacksonmiss, South Dakota."

Gervase Hittle (1970-71)
University of South -Dakota

On Whites and Blacks in Black Studies

"The 'nothing gets done when whites are in class' attitude holds true

for courses with viscerzl content, but for those giving general over-views
or surveys only the instructor can annul this attitude. There is no magic
formula." :

Dennis Bonner (1970-71)
Stanford University

"To this point I have had no particular problem as a white teacher teaching
black literature to black students, mainly, I think, because I know things
about the material that they don't and they appreciate that. One black
student put it to me this way: 'Sure. “e were checking you out for the
first week or two, but after about :ik+ econd class, I came out and I said
to myself, "Jones knows what he's .aixing about." And that's what I'm in
the class for--I want information.' Frankly, I think we can easily do
black students injustice by assuming that they will make unfair judgments
and reject white teachers just because they are white. That may not
necessarily happen if
(1) there are enough black teachers at a school to
remove the problem of role model and
(2) the white teacher has done his homework--that is,
has studied black culturc enough to be sensitive
to differences in perspective and has studied a
particular subject cnough to be able to provide
information and insights to his students."

Dennis Jonc;'(1969-70)
Luther College




On Whites and Blacks in Black Studies (2)

"For Florence State, a course in Black History was unique. Some white
students arrived on campus with specific instructions from parents to avoid
the course. Other white students were much interested in the subject matter
but were fearful that some mysterious dangerour doctrine was to be given
them without their being aware of it. A few black students were doubtful
that any white person was competent to deal.with the subject. While all
had some kind of opinion about every aspect of Black history, -most were
willing to 'watch and wait.' A few students voiced the opinion after a

few days that they should leave the course and a few others were told that
they should leave if they could not listen to and evaluate differing views.
But matters smoothed out. No one dropped but few if any of the extremists
are happy. But that is good. I am in a position hére in the South where

I can easily join the Negro commnity or easily remain a member of the
white. community. But this does. not solve any-problems. As I see it,
progress in my SeCtiQﬁ:0£A?hgncogﬁtfy,jﬁVq1V¢§ib;iﬁ§iﬁg the members of
the-two races together, stimulating intércourse bétween them; and -developing
some. real .appreciation: for and willingness to-work with each other. I have
therefore, tried: to -get -one #0ot in each :Camp and.am to some extent trusted
by neither. But small bits of progress have been made--so small that they
would seem insignificant for any one other that myself."

Kenneth R. Johnson (1970-71)
Florence State Univers@ty

"Black Studies is immediately noticed with varying attitudes about why

one would engage in it. If a Black middle-class individual ask why

you are interested in Black Studies, no matter what you tell him, his mind
writes you off as a militant even though you do not.wear.an Afro nor ..g.
participate in civil rights demonstrations. If a lower-class Black ask, -
his mind registers immediately that you are either a trouble-maker or insane:
a trouble-maker because you must be interested in his carefully guarded
secrets of survival or want to use him as an informant; insane because if
you have made it in the white man's world, why would you want to return to
his (The Black Man's World) even for reminders, for here is a world he
wishes desperately to escape. If a white man ask, his mind instantly

depicts you as a radical wasting your time when you could be doing some-
thing more useful." L

Johnnie M. Sharpe (1971-72)
South Carolina State College
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